
Lt. Gen. Andrew 
T. McNamara,  

the first directo
r of DSA.

Genealogy of The DLA

1970

Sinai - President Reagan 
orders the deployment 
of military personnel and 

equipment to participate in 
the Multinational Force and 

Observers in the Sinai 
 Lebanon - 
President Reagan
  orders the 
deployment of 1,200
   Marines to serve
 in a temporary 
multinational
 force to facilitate 
the restoration
of Lebanese
   government
 sovereignty 
 DLA begins 
support of the
  Army’s Sgt. York 
Air Defense Gun

1982

Wholesale 
distribution 
established 

DSA sends
 medical 
supplies to 
flood victims  
  in Indonesia

1963

 DSA expands its  support to troops by providing food items to overseas
 commissaries -previously only  U.S.-based
  commissaries were supported 

1973

1965

Defense Contract
 Management 
Command becomes 
a separate agency, 
the Defense Contract 
Management Agency

2000

  DLA provides
medical supplies
  to earthquake 
 victims in Pakistan 

1979 Defense Construction Supply 
Center and DLA Systems

Automation Center become
   the first field activities
    within DLA to negotiate a 
local labor agreement 
  supplementing DLA’s master 
labor agreement

1981

 U.S. launches air strikes 
against suspected 
terrorist training camps
in Afghanistan and a
 suspected chemical
  factory in Sudan 
  Defense Fuel 
Supply Center is
  renamed Defense 
Energy Support
     Center

Defense Logistics 
Support Command,
formerly known as 

Materiel
Management, 
is established 
supporting five 

inventory control 
points, the 

distribution center 
and 24 distribution

  depots
DLA provides 

support to U.S.
NATO forces in 
 Bosnia during 
Operation 
    Joint Forge

1998

1975

1966

Base Operating Support 
System (BOSS) comes 

online at all DLA centers 
and depots to track 

supply requests from the 
time they are telephoned
in until they are
 procured, paid and 

delivered1977

Laos and Cambodia -  
U.S. starts a bombing
 campaign against 

targets along the Ho Chi
       Minh trail in
  Cambodia and Laos -
    the bombings last
	   two years  

1968

The Meal, Ready-
to-Eat (MRE), 
adopted as the
main DoD combat

ration, is tested by 
Defense Depot

 Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
throughout 1980 

1980

Defense  
  Supply 
 Agency (DSA) 
established 
1961

1964Cuban Missile Cris
is 

- President Ken
nedy 

institutes a quar
antine on

  the shipment o
f offensive

    missiles to C
uba from

       the Sovie
t Union 

1962
 Lebanon - Helicopters 
from five U.S. naval 
vessels evacuate
  approximately 250 
Americans and
  Europeans from Lebanon
during fighting between
 Lebanese factions 

1976

Operation Iraqi Freedom, Iraq - 
The U.S. leads a coalition against

Iraq and captures Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein

Operation Iraqi
Freedom - 

DLA provides fuel, food,
  clothing, medical
supplies and construction 
equipment for operations 
 in Iraq

2003

DLA provides humanitarian  support to Haiti, including 2.7 million ready to-eat meals
DLA completes BRAC commodity privatization recommendation for tires, packaged petroleum    and lubricants, and compressed gases

   DLA launches  “We are DLA”  initiative to better represent its products and services to military customers, partners and employees
 Within the Department of Defense, Operation Iraqi Freedom transitions  to Operation New Dawn    2010

Based on 
the 1988 Base 
Realignment 
and Closure 

recommendation
to close Cameron

Station, 
Headquarters DLA
  and its 
 co-located 
activities move to 
Fort Belvoir, Va. 

1995

DLA supports Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm 
with more than $3 
billion in food, clothing, 
textiles, medical supplies, 

weapons systems repairs and
  repair parts
 DLA receives Joint 
Meritorious Service Award
  for supply support  
 	 provided to American 
     forces during Desert 
    Shield/Desert Storm

1991

 DoD directs   
consolidation of 
all distribution
  depots of
 the military
   services and DLA into a single, 
unified materiel
 distribution
  system 

1990
DLA provides critical 
supplies in support
 of U.S. humanitarian
   assistance to the
   former Soviet 
Republic of Georgia
DLA provides 
humanitarian supplies
  in support of 
Hurricane Gustav and
 Hurricane Ike 
relief efforts 

DLA and the Army 
team together to

test a prototype 
project initiative to
 turn biodegradable 
waste into fuel 

2008DLA assumes
 management
of the nation’s
stockpile of
 strategic    
materials from
   the General
  Services 
Administration - 

1988

 U.S. military airlifts 900
  personnel from Sierra 
Leone as the capital city is 
overrun by marauding troops 

1997
1980 MREs have fed on the battlefield and in humanitarian crisis.

Electronic Commerce Mall (EMALL) launches
Business Systems Modernization program  initiated

1999

1962 Cu
ban Mi

ssile C
risis

1970 B-52s spearheaded the    bombing campaign inside Cambodia.

2003 Operation Iraqi Freedom

 Operation 
Enduring Freedom, 
Afghanistan - The 
Global War on
  Terrorism begins in
 Afghanistan as U.S. 
troops battle against
   Al Qaida terrorists 
and Taliban supporters 

2001

Operation Just Cause, 
Panama - The U.S. 
deposes general, 
dictator and de 
facto Panamanian

  military leader 
Manuel Noriega

1989

DLA distribution systems increase to  26 Distribution      Depots worldwide
   DLA provides   humanitarian support   to Hurricane Katrina       and Hurricane     Rita victims

2005

DoD identifies DLA as the single DoD agencyto manage multiple aspects of supply and storage processes   as part of the Base Realignment and  Closure Act 2005  

DLA opens 
Headquarters DLA
Europe to 

strengthen  
communications 

with the joint 
commands

and military service
headquarters in

Europe
DLA gears up to 

support the military’s 
new Kevlar helmet

 DLA embarks on a 
five-year plan to
  modernize SAMMS, 
 its Standard
 Automated Materiel 
Management System

1983

Operation Urgent Fury, Grenada - 
The U.S. and other nations send 
combat troops in response to the 

overthrow and execution of 
Grenada’s prime minister and to 
rescue American medical students

  President C
arter 

pardons all re
maining 

 draft  evade
rs as part 

of a cultural r
econciliation

 after the end
 of 

the Vietnam 
War

1985

  Defense Property 
Disposal Service 
 renamed Defense
   Reutilization and
  Marketing Service 

1992

  U.S. and United Kingdom declare and 
 enforce No Fly Zones in IraqU.S. armed forces deploy to Somalia in

   response to a humanitarian crisis and in
 support of a U.N. Security Council resolution 
   President Bush announces the creation of
 U.S. Africa Command to coordinate all U.S.
military and security interests throughout the continent

 DLA 
supports
Hurricane
 Andrew 
relief
 efforts 
in Florida

U.S. forces conduct 
bombing raids

 inside Cambodia in  
  a further effort
  to disrupt the
 Viet Cong

  Defense Personnel 
Support Center
   established to replace
 clothing, textile,
  subsistence and medical
 supply centers
Defense Item Intelligence 
Systems established in 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

 DSA provides
  more than 75 
items to the 
Apollo 11 mission, 
including high-gain
 antennas responsible
  for the TV 
broadcast of man’s
 first walk on the 
moon, space suits 
and life sustaining 
packs worn by the
  astronauts

    DSA is 
involved in
DoD’s Red Ball 
Express to
 speed deliveries
   from the
 initial request 
to units in
   Vietnam within
  168 hours 

1969

 DSA sends cholera
vaccine to the
    World Health
   Organization 
Quality Systems Audit 
Program established
  to improve quality
 of supplies 

Cambodia - President
 Ford orders U.S. military
   forces to proceed with 
the planned evacuation
 of U.S. citizens from
  Cambodia

DLA installs its first 
dial-a-conference 

telephone system, 
which allows employees  

to conduct a conference
  from separate
    locations

1972

DSA becomes
 DoD’s central
manager of
   bulk fuel
     worldwide

 Following a Congressionalresolution and a communist attack on a U.S. installation  in central Vietnam, the   U.S. escalates its participation in the Vietnam War to a peak of 543,000 military personnel  by 1969 
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1967
Congo (Zaire) - The U.S. sends three
 military transport aircraft with crews 
to provide Congo’s central government 
with logistical support during revolt

DLA reorganizes as 
part of an integrated 
strategic plan called 
DLA 21 to improve 
warfighter logistics

   support in the 21st
  century

DLA extends its enterprise to48 states and 28 countries,working hand in hand    with military services     around the globe
DLA provides the FederalEmergency Management Agencywith meals-ready-to-eat and  supplies necessary for evacuee and personnel fighting California wildfires 

2007

2011
  DLA 
 celebrates
50th anniversary
   supporting
 warfighters
 DLA provides
humanitarian support 
 to Japan with fuel for
  Japanese helicopters
conducting search and 
 rescue, as well 
  as diapers, blankets, 
 medical supplies, 
   food, MREs and water. 

    Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Kuwait - 
  In response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the U.S. deploys its  military forces to Saudi Arabiaand is joined by military forces    of 12 countries, the Persian   Gulf states and Saudi Arabia     to liberat Kuwait

  soon 
after, DLA 
establishes
  the Defens

e 
National
 Stockpile 
Center as a 
primary level
 field activity

  1992 DLA supported relief efforts  
  in the wake of Hurricane Andrew.

Almost all U.S. military 
personnel depart Vietnam

after the Paris
  Peace Accords with last 
American troops leaving the
    country April 30

 Defense Contract
  Administration Services
   established within DSA

We pioneer flight solutions that bring people home everywhere…every time.™

www.sikorsky.com

  Defense Contract
 Administration Services
   Region Los Angeles is
 responsible for NASA’s 
design, property and quality
  assurance of the 
Apollo-Soyuz space 
project -the first joint 
flight of the U.S. and 
Soviet space programs
 DSA renamed
   Defense 
Logistics Agency
     (DLA)




